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Maria Jannace spoke to the club on Thursday,
August 2° about Lime Rock Park Race Track. She
was an excellent speaker and really sold the race
track enthusiastically.

She ended her presentation by “quizzing” the group
offering free weekend tickets for two to Mohegan
Sun as the prize. Jerry Bielizna, John Allen, Cathy
Golankiewicz and Helen Thompson were all lucky
winners.

One famous racer who raced at Lime Rock was
Mario Andretta. Paul Newman still races there.
Lime Rock also has amatuer racing days, and our
own Joan Bielizna has raced at Lime Rock!

On Sundays they have a great car show for
everyone to enjoy.

Maria provided gift bags for everyone in attend-
ance. The bags held, among other things, a very
nice t-shirt and a good-looking ballcap.

Not above you, not beneath you, but with you.
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The motto that President Mahendra Amarasuriya
has chosen this year is “Challenge to Change”.

Today we Lions are faced with many challenges
the club level and in the communities that we se

It is very difficult to accomplish our goals alone but
as a Team — “The CT MD 23 Team” — nothing is
Impossible. Working side by side as Lions, | hope
to help each and every club and its members fir
easier path to our service.

This year there will be opportunities for every Lion
in our District to participate in service on many
levels: Club, Cabinet and Multiple District.

The Family, Associate and other categories will
make it easier to bring new members into the clubs.
| am asking each Club to appoint a Retention
Chairperson. This is a new position to work hand in
hand with the Membership Chair.

One of my priorities this year will be taking the
time to recognize all of our Lion Members. Not
only will I recognize the Club Presidents and Club
Secretaries at the 100 % Breakfast this year, | will
recognize the Club Treasurer, Membership and
Retention Chairs. | will also institute a new Award
called the “Governors Gold Star Award ”. Each
Club will be asked to nominate a Lion from their
club who has given service above and beyond to
their Club or their Community.

In addition, 1 will not be asking the Clubs to donate
to a New Governor’s Project this year.

The Lions of Connecticut have been hard working
and supportive of all past projects. Since this ye
the final year to donate to Campaign SightFirst II;
each Club will be asked to support this great LCIF
Project. It would be an honor as Governor to see
every club participate. How can we say no to
helping eradicate blindness throughout the world.
Just $6.00 will stop one person from a life of
blindness. That is what we do — Wake a
Difference. It's up to you!
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We are very blessed that every Connecticut Lion
is a member of the Connecticut Lions Eye
Research Foundation. With your support this
past year, Yale has announced that two genes
have been found causing Macular Degeneration
and a medication for treatment will be
forthcoming.

With our donations to the UCONN Medical
School, the doctors there have made great strides
with their research in Diabetic Retinopathy. Our
donations not only affect us but the future will be
brighter for more than we can realize.

You have taken care of the Blind with CRIS
Radio, the Poorly Sighted with your Low Vision
Centers and your Eye Screenings, the Blind &
Handicapped with the FIDELCO Guide Dog
Foundation and LPPCI, the Deaf with Speech
and Hearing, the Handicapped with Summer
Camp at Camp Hemlocks, the Il with the gift of
life in our Red Cross Blood Drives, the Special
Olympians with eye glasses, the Youth with our
Leo’s Programs and too many more to mention.

All' I can ask is that you keep up the good work.

Lion Rose Marie Spatafore, DG
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On Thursday, August™ our club held its annual
Steak Roast at Bennett Park in Bethel.

The bar opened at 4:30 p.m. and the steaks were
tossed onto the grill at 6:00 p.m. Manning the grill,
as usual, were Chefs Mark Meyer and Bob Lovell.
Once again, the steaks were perfect.

We were delighted to have a barbershop quartet,
Rare Occasion, entertain us during the roast, stroll-
ing from table to table to sing. They were well re-
ceived and everyone enjoyed the evening.

Our special guest was DG Rose Marie Spatafore.

Third VP Joan Bielizna did a terrific job with the
entire event. When congratulated, she gave credit to
all those Lions and friends who helped out.

Great job, everyone. Another wonderful success!

Here, slaving over a hot firepit, are our chefs par excellence,
Bob (I'm not Emeril) Lovell (left) and Mark Meyer (right).

Here we have DG Rose Marie Spatafore about to kiss Milt
Boyce upon learning of his dedication to Lions. Milt is not
just our oldest member at age 97, but he’s also been a Lion
longer than anyone else we know of. Milt has been a
Danbury Lion for the last 64 years! Congratulations, Milt!
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Dear Lions,

| am happy to announce a new program of Lions
Clubs International Foundation.

LCIF has affordable, high-quality hearing aids
available to Lions clubs in the United States for
low-income members of the their comnities. The
two types of digital hearing aids from Rexton, Inc.
can be purchased for $200 per aid from the Lions
Affordable Hearing Aid Project (Lions AHAP).

Ninety-five percent of individuals with hearing loss
can be successfully treated with hearing aids yet 30
percent are unable to afford hearing aids. Seven
million people in the U.S. cannot afford to purch
hearing aids. In 2005, the average cost of a hearing
aid was $1,900, and most people need two hearing
aids. Hearing is critical to communication, so when
there is even a minimal loss, it affects all aspects of
a person’s life. For example, people with untreated
hearing loss make an estimated 50% to 70% less in
wages than their hearing peers.

The two types of aids offer Lions clubs the oppor-
tunity to help with almost any type of hearing loss.
Reducing communication breakdown for one per-
son creates a ripple effect that touches everyone in
the community. And, based on feedback from the
program so far, many clubs are revitalized artdrof
recruit new members committed to the new service.

Please consider participating in this program. To
learn more about Lions AHAP, please visit
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/content/Icif_gr_ahap.
shtmlor contact the office at 630-571-5466, ext.
615. The e-mail address is

LionsAHAP @lionsclubs.org

Jimmy Ross
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Francis Bacon was an influential statesman, phi-
losopher, writer and scientist in the sixteenth cen-
tury. He died while stuiihg snow into a chicken. t

had been struck by the notion that snow, instead of
salt, might be used to preserve meat. To test his the-
ory he stood outside in the snow and attempted to
stuff the bird. The chicken didn't freeze, but Bacon
did, prompting the question, "Which froze first?

The Bacon or the egg?”
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Dear Lions,

It was a great privilege to be inaugurated Piexsi of thi
International Association of Lions Clubs in Chicago last
month. It was a special thrill to assume the Presigat
our 90" anniversary celebration in the city in which our
Association was founded

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/content/convention/2007
sb_index.shtml

It struck me that much has changed and much has

the same.What has not changed is the spirit of Lions and
our delication to service. Integrity and compassion n

as much to us today as they did to our founders.

But we no longer do business from a roll-top desk as
Melvin Jones did.When we answer the telephone we are
as likely to take it from a pocket as from a stand on our
desk.What has changed is not what Lions do, but the
way we do things.

To keep up with our fast-changing world, Lions must
make even greater changes in the way we do things. |
hope that you will join me enthusiastically during our
leadership year as we strive to embrace the challenge of
change.

One of our greatest challenges in this year of chang

be to meet our ambitious goal of achieving a net growth
of at least 20,000 new members worldwide. Helping to
spearhead this aggressive plan are the Lions of Team
20K who are in place to help clubs with this member
challenge.

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/content/pdfs/intprogram.p
df

Remember that we can hope to meet this ambitious goal
only by ensuring that Lions Clubs remain relevant and
meaningful to the young people in aaommunities.




As one Lion in the U.S.A. put it recently, “People
don’t join Lions Clubs to go to meetings. They join
to do the things that Lions do.”

Meetings that are lively and brief events designed to re-
energize club members and enable them to participate in
innovative and fun service projects will help your club
appeal to a younger generation which has innumerable
choices when it comes to how to spend their time.

Remaining relevant to young people also requires us to
give added importance to Leo Clubs. In our quest for
high quality new members, there will be no better place
to look than to active Leos. | challenge each and every
Lions Club throughout the world to sponsor a Leo Club
and take responsibility for nurturing its members in our
culture of service.

Our membership goals are challenging and ambitious
but are by no means impossible to achieve. For evi-
dence, you need only look to the family membership
initiative begun last year. When we began it was antici-
pated that we would realize a membership increase of
approximately 9,000. In fact, more than 18,000 new
members have joined our ranks as a direct result of the
program. Many of these new members are women and
many are under the age of 40. | am certain that we can
achieve similar results from the changes we make this
year

Finally, 1 would like to ask you not to hesitate to make
necessary changes in the way your club serves your
community. Step forward and embrace the change. The
future of our Association depends upon it. And, while
this may seem to be only the start of our leadership year,
the time to begin is now.

Sincerely,

Mahendra Amarasuriya
President

Lions Clubs International

PS. Below are some additional items of interest:

October Membership Growth

Use the link below to find out more information regard-
ing the October Membership Growth program.

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/content/programs_mem_o
ctober_growth.shtml

Student Member Program: The Student Member Pro-
gram was approved. Below is a link to the Student
Member Flyer PDF outlining the prograsomponents
and answers to frequently asked questions.

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/content/pdfs/stul.pdf

Leo Conversion Program:The Leo Conversion Pro-
gram was approved at the International Convention.
More information about the program is available on the
Leo Conversion Flyer PDF at the link below.

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/content/pdfs/stu6.pdf

Sight Night

Sight Night is a great activity for family clubs and Leos,
and a great chance to partner with Scouts and other
community youth. To order your Sight Night kit or re-
quest more information, call 1-877-605-4242 or visit
www.givethegiftofsight.org

The Year of CSFII -- Vol. 3, No. 1:

http://www.lions-
csfii.org/live/content/pdfs/club_news_v3_il_en.pdf

This is “The Year of CSFII!”

“The Year of CSFII” has begun! This year will be the
year Lions continue the fight against preventabled-
ness by reaching our US$150 million minimum CSFII
goal. Through SightFirst, just US$6 saves someone
blindness.

How many people can you and your club save? Join in
the fight against blindness today and honor our commit-
ment as Knights of the Blind! We can, we will, we must
provide Vision for All' Together, Lions can meet this
challenge.

The time to act is now!

CSFII by the Numbers

« Less than 315 days remain to surpass our
US$150 million minimum goal

* More than US$107 million officially recorded

« 2,223 Model Clubs ensuring our success

CSFII Club Reminder

The most recent Worldwide Report Day confirmed ap-
proximately US$112 million reported raised for CSFII.

Work with your club to ensure all funds raised are sent
to LCIF.

CSFII Highlight from 2007 Internat’l Convention:

“As a fellow Lion, | want to tell you how proud | am of
your success. This has been one of the mosfying
partnerships of my life.— Former U.S. President and
Nobel Laureate Jimmy Carter speaking of Lions
SightFirst.



As a result of a recent visit to Bishop Curtis Homes in Bethel,
by our Low Vision team, Ms Myla McGee, left, was a made
aware of the various low vision programs and services that
are available to area residents. Ms McGee, a seventeen
year resident of BCH, has macular degeneration and has
now made an appointment to visit the Lions Low Vision Cen-
ter, and she has filled out the application for a CRIS radio.
She is shown here with Cappy Temple, Resident Services
Coordinator, looking over the CRIS radio receiver which can
be made available to persons with severe vision restrictions
or other types of limiting disabilities.

“Can you hear me now?” That familiar TV ad rang true for
those attending a recent Low Vision Support Group meet-
ing when Cara Dorazio, MS, CCC/A, a staff member with
Advanced Audiology & Hearing Services, in Danbury,
addressed items of hearing loss, causes, remedies and a
variety of subjects relative to this issue which are so im-
portant to many elders but also to the population in gen-
eral. “How do | know it's time to investigate hearing aids?”
A common question, and the answer to which is “If your
family says you need them...you probably do. Problems
usually develop slowly and subtly, hardly noticeable to
ourselves.” This presentation generated many questions
from the Low Vision Support Group audience during the
June meeting.

Periodically, our Lions Low Vision program is the recipient of
donated closed circuit TV magnifiers which can be a great
help to those with severe visual impairments, and with the
aid of the LV staff at the Danbury Hospital Rehabilitation
Center these units are placed in the homes of persons who
have gone through the LV program and are considered to be
candidates who can successfully use the units. Kim Downs,
right, an occupation therapist, LV technician and a staff
member at the Rehabilitation Center, is shown with Theresa
Porsche who is familiarizing herself with the TV magnifier.
Mrs. Porsche is also a longtime user of a Lions CRIS radio,
as shown on the left.
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Hello Fellow Lions!

My name is Phil Wright, President of the newly
formed Danbury Lions Club in Danbury, Essex,
England.

We are about to Charter, and as part of our club
building, | thought it would be neat to have a link
or a twin Lions Club, also with the name Danbury
Lions.

| thought that maybe every couple of years some of
us could visit you in the USA and two years later
some of your Lions could come visit us in the UK,
or whatever arrangements we decide to make.

Please find all about our new club at
www.danburylions.org.uk.

Good luck with all the wonderful work you do.
Yours in Lionism,

Lion Phil
(Dr. Philip Wright)
President Danbury Lions Club



The annual community Health Fair sponsored by the Dan-
bury Senior Center offers local healthcare services and
community service organizations an opportunity to display
their wares and educate the public as to what services are
available to local community residents. For the past several
years our Lions Club has manned a booth that offered mate-
rials explaining our Low Vision program and displayed vari-
ous LV devices. This year, Danbury resident, Helen Miller
stopped by and pointing to the CRIS radio on the display ta-
ble mentioned that her 100 year old mother had been one of
the first recipients of the CRIS radio when they first became
available and as a totally blind person it was a “God-send” to
her by enabling her to keep abreast of all the happenings in
the area as well as state and national news. This is Jessie
Latinka, a resident of Hancock Hall and our only known 100
year old CRIS radio user.

On July 23, Low Vision Support Group Program Chairman,
Ed Wicks, made arrangements for a presentation by Dr.
Stephen W. Kingsley, noted gastroenterologist with a private
practice in Danbury and a long-time affiliate with the Dan-
bury Hospital. President George Bush had just the week be-
fore gone through his well publicized colonoscopy so the
topic was not only timely as relating to this news item but
was also a timely reminder to our attendees that the routine
colonoscopy was an important healthcare item for all of us to
consider. Dr. Kingsley provided graphic illustration, as
shown.
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Guy Bocchino, President of DAWS, spoke to our
club about their animal shelter and how it operates.
They were founded in 1974 and are located on
Shelter Rock Road at the Bethel line. They have a
manager and 120 volunteers.

They expect to adopt out about 300 dogs and 200
cats this year, and rarely put down a dog, no matter
how long it's been there, unless it is dangerous.

The best thing about DAWS is that they have their
own clinic to spay and neuter the raails, and offe
those services to people who already have pets but
can’t afford the normal cost. They offer the service
on a sliding scale.

Kudos to Guy for being able to spar with Noel F
He even drew applause from Noel with his come-
backs. Guy’s talk was informative afun.



1 ) A "The Shelter provides more than just a place to

sleep,"” Aimee Budnik, the city's welfare director,
said Wednesday. "People in this situation are in
need of toiletries, clothing and food."

Budnik added, "It is very difficult to look for a job
when you have not been able to shower in several
days or have newer clothes."

Lions Club President Keith Beaver welcomed the
grant.

"The club is thrilled to be able to help with this
worthwhile cause," Beaver said. "This parstep i<
another opportunity that will allow us to continue
our mission."

The club runs programs that include providing
glasses to needy schoolchildren and free eye screen-
ings.

The New Street Homele&helter, which has been
operating for more than 14 years, offers accommo-
dation for single adults day and night, with a capac-
ity of 15 beds.

Very generous members of the Lions Club once again em- It also provides support and advocacy services.
braced the Back To School Project. We "adopted" 3 Kinder-
garten students from Mill Ridge Primary School. Two Budnik said that with federal and state budget con-

anonymous Lions purchased the $100 gift cards to : : :
Sears. Beth Ann Fetzer coordinated the project with able as- straints, the city has been SearChlng for funds to

sistance from Joan Bielizna. A very special "thank you" to maintain programs.

one and all for supporting this wonderful program. " , . ,
We're thrilled and thankful for the Meserve Fund's

generous donation,"” Mayor Mark Boughton said.

@ / "We're always looking toward our corporate part-
ners to help support the operation of the Shelter,
/ /@ whether through volunteer time or donations of
Meserve Memorial Fund grant to pay for personal food.
hygiene items’ other necessities for Danbury's The Meserve Fund, which awards grants to a vari-
homeless ety of charitable and community organizations in

the greater Danbury area, was established in 1978.

—~—————

By Brian Saxtot
staff writer

_ ; (P The preceding article appeared in the The News-Fiome
[S)ﬁl\lltBURYN Pegtple ?Slrlllg the Cfl.tydstlgomeltléss Thursday, August 9, 2007, and is reprinted heré wérmis-
J elter on evy_ reet wi SQOI’] n emselives sion from Brian Saxton.
with some additional domestic comforts.

Thanks to a grant from the Albert W. and Helen C.
Meserve Memorial Fund, clients will receive per-
sonal hygiene items and other necessities, such as
laundry detergent.

The grant, worth $3,500, is the latest to be an-
nounced by the fund this year and will be distrib-
uted in partnership with the Danbury Lions Club.
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Keith Beaver, Lyn Meyers, Ernie Harrington and Jim Leheny
had the right stuff when they reported for monthly street
cleaning duty in July. They, alone, cleaned the two miles of
road, both sides, to keep our commitment to Adopt-a-Street.
Good work, men! /
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