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Our own Lion Bob Lovell spoke to the club about
identity theft, what it is, how prevalent it is, how it
happens and what you can do to prevent it.

As usual, Bob’s address was concise and to the point.
So many points were made, as a matter of fact, that
the easiest way to relay it all is by listing bullet points.

What is identity theft and how big is it?

Identity theft is the illegal use of personal infor-
mation by another

It is a worldwide problem

In 2006 there were 9 million victims

1 in 4 people in the US has been a victim

What is personal identification information (ID)?

Name, address, date of birth, social security num-
ber, drivers license, account numbers, pin num-
bers, passwords, screen names and the like.

With whom should you share your personal 1D?
Employer
Insurance companies
Tax offices

How can you prevent identity theft?

Shred everything with your ID into a crosscut
shredder
Keep your SS card under lock and key

= Do not use your SS card for ID purposes

= Do not even carry your SS card with you
Use complex passwords, not forms of your name
Memorize your PIN 3’s; don’t write them down
Be alert to pickpockets in crowded malls/places
Wear purses across the body, not over shoulder
Carry cash in front/side pockets, not hip pockets
Keep credit cards close to your body

Beware of others nearby when using a credit card
Never let your credit card out of your sight
Check the name on credit card when it is re-
turned; be sure it’s your card

Use P.O. rather than your mailbox for outgoing
Take copies of your restaurant receipts with you

Not above you, not beneath you, but with you.

Check all 3 credit card reports once a year
Never give personal ID over the phone unless
you made the call

Never use a “Temporary” ATM

Don’t have internet companies keep your CC#
Keep all receipts & check against CC statements
Pick up new checks, don’t have bank mail them
Get a fireproof safe & keep important info in it
Fax sensitive info to people, don’t email it
Don’t download programs of unknown source
Only purchase from known online companies
Use ATM’s cautiously, no one should be nearby
Hang up on any call from a bank or CC com-
pany; then immediately call them back at their
number; report to their security dept if they had
not called you

What do you do if you suspect your ID has been
stolen?

Immediately file a police report
Immediately notify your bank, and the three
credit reporting agencies

» Equifax 1-800-525-6285

- Experian 1-800-397-3742

 Trans Union 1-800-680-7289
Also notify the Postal Inspectors Bureau, the
Department of Motor Vehicles, the State
Department and the Secret Service
Call the Social Security Administration Inspector
General Fraud Hotline at 1-800-269-0271
Get names of those you speak to at each place
Cancel all credit cards
Immediately place a fraud alert and freeze on all
your accounts and records
Change all your passwords and PIN #’s and fol-
low up in writing to all concerned

One simply cannot be too careful. Even the Postal
Inspector had his identity stolen, and one of our
own Danbury Police officers has spent at least
eight months trying to correct his credit due to
having his identity stolen last year.

You have been warned!
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At our annual Scholarship Awards meeting we were
thrilled to see who our winners were this year. The
winners were chosen based on four categories:

30% Scholastic Achievement
30% Financial Need

20% Community Service
20% Personal Interview

The committee with the challenging task of choosing
our five scholarship winners this year was made up of
Chairman Mark Meyer, Keith Beaver, Fran Evans,
Lou Ginsberg, Lyn Meyers and Kurt Miller.

The winners of this year’s scholarships are

James Breen
Emily Hart
Sindy Kim
Eric Mayo
Julianne Moore

James Breen, from Immaculate High School, gradu-
ated in the top 3% of his class of 101. He will be en-
tering Renssalear Polytechnic Institute in the fall with
plans to become a patent lawyer for high tech inven-
tions. James fulfilled a requirement to perform com-
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munity service in order to play basketball in a league.
He chose to partner with an elderly couple to help
them with daily chores. He enjoyed the work and the
couple so much that he “adopted” them as grandpar-
ents and he continues to help them out even now.

Emily Hart, from Danbury High School, graduated in
the top 1% of her class of 663 students and will be
entering the University of Rochester in the fall as a
chemistry major. Emily wants to do drug research to
discover cures for diseases, and as an incoming
freshman, Emily has already received a grant from the
University and will be studying Alzheimer’s Disease
under the direction of one of her professors.

Sindy Kim, from Danbury High School, graduated in
the top 5% of her class of 663 students and will be
entering Fairfield University in the fall to study nurs-
ing administration. When asked during the interview
process why she chose to be a nurse and not a doctor,
she said that the doctors tend to work on disease, and
she wants to focus on the person, rather than the dis-
ease.

Eric Mayo, from Henry Abbott Tech, graduated in the
top half of his class of 128 students. He will be enter-
ing Hartford University in the fall to study mechanical
engineering. Eric was diagnosed in elementary school
with a learning disability. No one expected much of
him, and he didn’t disappoint. But in sixth grade, one
of his teachers allowed him to fail. That became a
turning point in his life. He decided to stand on his
own and take responsibility for his education and his
life. In his thank you remarks to the club, he pointed
out that our scholarship will not only help him to get
an education, but to become a leader.

Julianne Moore, from Danbury High School, gradu-
ated in the top 14% of her class of 663 students. She
will enter the American University in the fall to study
biology and psychology. Juluanne was always a good
student, always took honors classes and took pride in
her hard work and positive attitude. That didn’t
change when she was challenged with a diagnosis of
juvenile macular degeneration, Stargardt’s Disease.
She has no central vision and is legally blind. She is
currently learning Braille. Her spirit was only slightly
dampened. She worked even harder, three times
harder, by her estimate, to maintain her grades. She
even mentors another visually impaired student at
DHS.



1° VP Jerry Hoffman and 3" VP Joan Bielizna stand
with our own Lion Treasurer Bob Lovell who spoke to
our club about identity theft at our June 5" meeting.

Scholarship Committee Chairman Mark Meyer stands
with our scholarship winners for 2008, from left,
Julianne Moore, Eric Mayo, Emily Hart, Sindy Kim and
James Breen.

Meet our youngest Lion-in-Training,
Kendra Beaver, who led the club in
the Pledge of Allegiance.

A Note of Thanks Along with a Donation
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