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Not above you, not beneath you, but with you.
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Betty Bontempi, President of the Stanley L. Richter 
Association for the Arts spoke to us on this date about 
the Association and particularly about the history and 
restoration of the Richter House. 
Their mission, as explained on their website by Irving 
Mahl, first president of Richter Arts, is to promote 
cultural affairs “in the broadest possible definition to 
include the visual arts, music, drama, handicrafts, 
dance, poetry, creative writing and all other activities 
that enrich the lives of civilized people.” 
The music they showcase is both instrumental and 
vocal and encompasses all varieties. Vocal music in-
cludes individual, groups, young people as well as 
older folks and even and a youngster giving a first re-
cital. The music might be madrigals, jazz, folk, opera 
or country, whatever the performer likes. The music 
offerings may be accompanied by instruments or sung 
a cappella. These musical presentations are followed 
by a social hour with refreshments. All presentations 
are free or of little cost to the public. Goodwill dona-
tions are always gratefully accepted. 
The Arts Association holds an annual juried art show 
for two weekends every fall, as well as offering work-
shops in photography, video and film. As one observ-
er put it, “Magic happens at Richter House.” 
Richter Park used to be a working farm, bought in the 
1930’s by Stanley L. Richter, an attorney. The Rich-
ter’s had many pieces of fine art in their home, and 
they used to have live chamber music in the home. 
In 1968 Martens Goos, of Goos Lumber, approached 
the widow Richter and suggested that she deed her 
entire property to the City of Danbury with the land to 
be used for community recreation such as hiking, ten-
nis and golf, while the house was to be used for the 
arts. She agreed to do that, and subsequently, in 1970 
the Stanley L. Richter Association for the Arts was 
formed. It has an all volunteer Board of Directors. 
The Richter Association for the Arts is, however, un-
der the auspices of the Richter Park Authority to 
whom they must pay an annual maintenance fee. Un-
fortunately, maintenance has not been kept up.  

Continued on page 2
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At this meeting Eric Swedberg, Sr. Director, Child 
Health & Nutrition, spoke to us about the Save the 
Children’s new fundraiser, Survive the Five Cam-
paign, the goal of which is to reduce the number of 
deaths among children under the age of five by ex-
panding the reach of the health care workers. 

This is a program to raise the necessary funds to ad-
dress malnutrition, which is an underlying cause of 
death among children under the age of five, and to 
train community health workers and supply them with 
health kits for the severely affected areas of the world 
where health care is so hard to find, mainly in Africa 
and Asia. 

We learned that deaths of children less than five years 
old are most often caused by the following: 

�  Infection 
�  Asphyxia 
�  Premature birth  
�  Pneumonia 
�  Diarrhea 

It is estimated that two-thirds of the under five child-
ren who die, succumb to preventable causes, if they 
had had access to health care. For $10.00 a year, a 
year, a health kit containing antibiotic shots, zinc, 
vaccinations and other medicines could be prepared. 
For $100 to $150, a person could be trained as a com-
munity health care worker who could treat 50 to100 
children. 

In one year 33,336 children are treated for malaria. 
Another 167,634 children are treated for diarrhea. The 
government has introduced the Child Survival Act 
which, if passed, will accelerate the process to fund 
this campaign. 

To learn more, to go www.savethechildren.org, where 
you can learn more about the program, about the Save 
the Children organization, itself, and learn how to 
make a donation, if you’d like to.  
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Continued from page 1 

As a result, the house has fallen into disrepair. 
Furthermore, the cost of fuel which must be paid 
to the Authority has gotten so high that they have 
had to cut their season down from March 
through December to May through October. 
The Association is making an exceptional effort 
to restore the house. They are seeking funding, 
and although the state senate passed a bill to 
grant them $300,000, they have not yet seen the 
money. The City of Danbury has offered 
$50,000 to repair the roof, but they have not yet 
received that money either. However, the state 
has given them $20,000 to hire historical and 
structural engineers to examine the house to see 
if it can be declared an historical site. This 
process is now being undertaken. If historical 
designation is achieved, it would open more ave-
nues of funding. The projected cost of to reno-
vate the house completely is $400-600,000. 
Membership helps sustain the Arts Association. 
Cost is a tax free $15.00 a year, $12.00 for se-
niors. To learn more, or to join, visit 
www.danbury.org/richter.  
 

Ethan Enzer, Field Office Director, US Citizen-
ship & Immigration Services, was our speaker at 
the meeting of October 16th.  

Ethan told us that his agency is a benefits is-
suing agency. That is, they screen people and 
offer them the benefit of citizenship and all that 
entails. They do not offer financial benefits. 

The big push in 2008 for his agency has been to 
get more new citizens. It’s the fees they get from 
citizenship application that funds the agency.  

However, they need to do more checks on the 
applicant’s status and more computers are 
needed to do that.  

To help cover the additional costs involved, the 
application fee was increased from $350 to 
$750. That is the cost of administering the 
process for one person from start to finish. 

Because the date of the increase was announced 
months in advance of the date, applicants rushed 
to apply at the lower rate, giving the agency 
15,000 new applications in short order. This 
overwhelming influx of applications put the 
agency way behind in its work. 

They had to reach out to neighboring states to 
get help from agencies there in order to clear up 
the backlog. By doing so, 11,000 applications 
were approved, over 35-40% more than usual. 

Ethan’s goal is to get all the backlog cleared be-
fore the anticipated new immigration plan gets 
underway, which will most assuredly come 
about next year under the new administration. 

At the moment, however, he has a backlog of 6-
13 months of applications with only 5 months 
remaining to clear it up. 

In the Q&A session, we learned that Ethan’s 
agency deals only with documented aliens or 
those “out of status”: ones who had legal author-
ity to be here but which has expired. 

We also learned that immigrants are coming 
here mostly from Poland, Peru, Jamaica, Haiti, 
West Indies, Russia, Bosnia, Serbia and Croatia. 
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Our club was treated to a lovely lunch at Henry 
Abbott Tech on this day. After a meal well pre-
pared and well served, we heard from Joe Charles, 
Department Head of the Henry Abbott Tech Culi-
nary School. 

In his opening statement, he said, “It’s all about 
the kids. That’s why I’m here.” He then went on 
to explain how the Culinary School operates. 

We learned that the kitchen has seven work sta-
tions, called the Brigade Stations. At the begin-
ning of the school year, each student is assigned 
to work one week (5 school days) at a particular 
station. After the first week, the students have to 
manage the work schedule themselves. In doing 
this, they learn how to create and read a work 
schedule. 

The five stations that each student must be sure to 
rotate through are as follows: 

1. Bake shop 
2. Cold food 
3. Hot food 
4. A la carte 
5. Dish room – dish washing 
6. Dining Room – 35 to 40 meals 
7. Cafeteria – 650 kids a day 

After graduation, the students go on to study at 
Johnson & Wales or the Culinary Institute of 
America. 

Joe likes to talk to the students who are attending 
these schools to find out what he can do different-
ly with the high school curriculum to better pre-
pare the students for higher education.  

It is gratifying for him to be told in every case that 
they are light years ahead of students coming 
from other schools.  

One of the most important things Joe likes to 
teach his students, in addition to the cooking of 
course, is this: “It’s all about service.” 

Jasmin's Café is open to the public Tuesday 
through Friday from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
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Dan Wolinsky and Ed Wicks spoke to the club on 
October 30th about a stolen Stradivarius�violin that 
Ed had in his possession on more than one occa-
sion, first for repair, and later for safe keeping. 

Though Ed saw the name Stradivarius�on the violin 
itself, and he knew by the feel and the sound of the 
repaired violin that it was a superb instrument, he 
trusted Julian Altman when he said that it was only 
a copy of a Stradivarius. 

Too, bad, because in 1985 Ed had the real thing in 
his possession and for a rather long period of time 
at that, but he never said a word. 

Ed could have claimed the finder’s fee of $263,000 
from Lloyd’s of London, had he reported what he 
suspected was the truth: He was in possession of 
the Red Gibson violin made by Stradivarius in 
1713 and belonging, at the time of the theft, to 
Bronislaw Huberman, a Polish virtuoso. 

Julian Altman, not being the most upstanding man, 
asked Ed to hold his violin in safe keeping for him 
while he went to jail for a few years. However, 
shortly after entering jail, he was diagnosed with 
cancer and died before completing his sentence. 

Julian’s wife, Marcelle Hall, badgered her husband 
as to the whereabouts of the violin, and then 
started badgering Ed once she knew he had it. Af-
ter calling Julian and getting his permission, Ed 
gave the violin to Marcelle, who collected the 
finder’s fee. 

Altman did not confess until he was on his 
deathbed in 1985 at a Torrington hospital that the 
violin was, indeed, the famous Red Violin stolen in 
1936 by him. 

To this day, Altman’s lone surviving descendent, 
Sherry Altman Schoenwetter, is still trying to get 
that finder’s fee, which is rightfully hers, from her 
step-mother. Ms. Hall, however, spent it all long 
ago and now lives in a trailer park. 

Read more at  
www.lubbockonline.com/news/111596/deathbed.htm 
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Keith Beaver, Immediate Past President of the Danbury Lions Club, 
accepts a 100% Club Award from District 23A.�

PDG Rose Marie Spatafor and CT Lions Eye Research Foundation 
President Mike Delray present Joan Bielizna with the Knight of the 
Blind Award at the 100 % Breakfast. Joan was named as a Knight for 
her service to District 23A for work on the District Pride Newsletter.  

Lyn Meyers, Treasurer of our Danbury Lions Club, accepts a 100% 
Treasurer Award. Bob Lovell earned a 100% Secretary Award. This 
is the first year the District has recognized the contribution that 
Secretaries and Treasurers provide their clubs. 

�

Betty Bontempi, President, Richter Arts Association, stands with 
Mike Michael. Betty spoke to us about the Richter House at our 
meeting of October 2nd.�

Eric Swedberg, from Save the Children, stands with Mike Michael. 
Eric spoke to us on October 9th about their Survive the Five fundrais-
ing program.�

Mike Michael stands with two guidance counselors from Henry 
Abbott Tech who spoke to our members after our lunch in their 
Jasmin’s café. 
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Lion Guiseppe Ronchi from Legnano Carroccio, near 
Milan, Italy, visited our club on October 30th. Presi-
dent Jerry presented Guiseppe with our Friendship 
Banner. Guiseppe promised to send us his club’s 

banner upon his return to Italy. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Nov 6 Jack Kozuchowsky, Lake Kenosia  

Nov 13 Bob Bradley, Pres, Mad Hatters Barbershop 

Nov 20 Dr. Jack Fong, Importance of Flu Shots  

Nov 26 WED - Thanksgiving Lunch with Rotary 

Dec 3 Homeless Connect/Lions Eye Screening 

Dec 10 Annual Charity Breakfast, Amber Room 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The club received a check for $6.50  

from Pace Butler for old cell 
phones we sent them. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Hugh Morgan needs volunteers for the Danbury 
High School home football games for November 
15th and 26th. 
If you can help, please contact Hugh Morgan 
748-5213 or hvmorgan@anet.net. 


