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Graham Foster, President; Joan Manning, and And-
rea Braun Byrne, of the Connecticut Chapter of the 
ALS Association joined us for lunch on December 
11th. Andi spoke to us about ALS (amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis), also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease.  

ALS, which is a motor neuron (nerve) disease, affects 
the voluntary muscles of the body, the ones we have 
control over. The autonomic muscles, like the heart, 
lungs, liver, etc., continue to function. They continue 
to function, that is, until the diaphragm becomes too 
weak or paralyzed and breathing becomes impossible. 
The average life expectancy of a person first diag-
nosed with ALS is two to five years, though some 
have lived much longer. The hideous aspect of ALS is 
that as the body stops working, the brain does not, so 
that the patient knows what’s happening and what’s 
coming, but can do nothing about it. 

The ALS Association works to help those with the 
disease as well as the caregivers of those afflicted. 
They also raise funds to help research the cause and 
possible cure for ALS. 

So far, two genes have been isolated that affect the 
familiar form of ALS, so there is now understanding 
of how it happens, but still no understanding of why it 
happens. 

The ALS Association offers programs at no cost to 
patients and caregivers. They hold fundraisers in the 
fall in the form of walkathons. They hold a Victory 
Ball in the winter. In the spring they have a golf tour-
nament. 

They also have an equipment loaner program that of-
fers wheel chairs and other transportation equipment 
to help move transport the patient to and from the doc-
tor’s office. They make home visits in order to assess 
the needs of patients. They offer communication de-
vices as well as monthly support group meetings for 
both patients and caregivers. They also offer caregiver 
respite programs among other programs. 

To learn more about all they do and how you can help, 
go to www.alsoct.org.  
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The meeting of December 18th was an entertaining 
one with Rotarians and Low Vision Support Group 
members attending as our guests. All together, we 
had about 88 people in attendance, including some 
of our Lion Partners-in-Service. 

Joe Hudson brought the Danbury Mad Hatters again 
this year to entertain us with Christmas songs and 
madrigals sung by this fine group of talented young 
people. The Madrigals, as you might already know, 
was a group founded by our own Lion Jim Humph-
reville back in 1960, and they have continued to 
please their audiences ever since. 
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Kate was made a Ruby Knight of the Blind at our 
Annual Charities Breakfast. 

She expressed her thanks to the club in the follow-
ing message: 

“I cannot express my feelings of being part of such 
a tremendous club/family. I am VERY proud to be 
a Danbury Lion. Thank you for "knighting" me 
again. It is a great honor to join all the other 
Knights of the Blind. Mostly, I would like to thank 
all my fellow Lions for coming together for our 
Charity Breakfast...You have all extended a tre-
mendous effort for all of our causes. As I sat at my 
dining room table counting up the checks and bills, 
I was struck by the generosity of our community in 
these more difficult times. I think we will all be 
surprised by the generosity of those of us who want 
to help others. A special thanks to Kenny, Berni, 
Father Paul, Jerry, Lyn, the door prize donators and 
all of the Hosts.” 
Kate Shea 
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The Peace Poster award is based on originality, 
artistic merit and expression of the theme. 

Four schools entered the contest and approximate-
ly 64 students participated. The citywide winner is 
Carolina Arriaga of Rogers Park Middle School.  
She is the recipient of a $25 gift certificate to the 
Teacher Parent Store and a $100 Savings Bond 
that is being mailed directly to her home. Her post-
er was sent to District 23A for further competition. 

Carolina attended the Lion’s luncheon on Thurs-
day, December 4, 2008, at which time she received 
the gift certificate. Her mother, Dianela Arriaga, 
accompanied her. 

Other individual school winners were Michelle 
Leppla, Saint Joseph School; Danielle Cerrone, 
Saint Gregory the Great School, and Alexander 
Read, Saint Peter-Sacred Heart School. Each re-
ceived a $25 Gift Certificate to the Teacher Parent 
Store. 

J. Roger Schmiedel 
Chairman, Peace Poster Contest 
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The meeting of December 23rd was very lightly 
attended. There were 20 Lions present, one guest 
possibly interested in joining our club and Cathy 
Golankiewicz’s adorable, little granddaughter, 
Hannah LaCava, who is three years old. 

The guest interested in joining our club is Frans 
Boetes, originally from Holland. He and his wife 
moved to Danbury in November. Frans is a very 
interesting man who will speak to our club at one 
of our February meetings.  

Frans attended our Holiday meeting with the Low 
Vision Center guests and our Rotarian guests. With 
all the folks at that meeting, we missed picking up 
on him. He may have sat at the Rotarians’ table, 
having been a Rotarian for many years himself. 
However, he seems to be leaning towards our club, 
because, as he said, he likes the energy of our club.  

There was no speaker today since our scheduled 
speaker came down with strep throat. Sharon Bel-
key will talk to us about the Special Olympics on 
January 29th.  

���������	

Former Danbury Lion Dick 

Moore passed away December 

21st.  Dick had been the Vice-

President of Union Savings Bank 

for a number of years.  Dick was 

also our first Tail Twister to ask 

questions of everyone during 

lunch. His legacy lives on. 
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A t the meeting of December 30th, we were enter-
tained by Lion “Magic” Marty Steinberg from the 
Candlewood Lions Club (formerly from our own 
Danbury Lions Club). 

Marty entertained us with sleight of hand and jokes 
that amused and entertained all those present. 

 

Fellow Lions, 

Lions Clubs International has just published Lions 
Clubs in the 21st Century.  Authors Paul Martin 
and Robert Kleinfelder have done it! 

You can learn about it on page 14 and 15 of the 
January 2009 issue of “The Lion”. 

You can get this book from Amazon at 
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/14343
94123/dasumcompany or at the Barnes & Noble 
website at 
http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/isbni
nquiry.asp?ISBN=1434394123. 

You can also order this from your local book store 
anywhere; just ask for Lions Clubs in the 21st Cen-
tury, ISBN-10: 1434394123. 

This book is the same size as our own A Brief His-
tory of Lionism in Connecticut 2007 Edition, so it 
makes a terrific book mate to our book. 

Yes, this book would make a terrific addition to 
your public library. 

Lion Dan Uitti 
Watertown Lions Club 
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Dear Lions, 

In September, I announced that Lions Clubs Interna-
tional had joined forces with ServiceNation – a coali-
tion of hundreds of organizations from all sectors of 
America – united with the common goal of meeting the 
needs of communities through service. Never before 
have we had an opportunity like this to share the Lions 
mission with such a large group of kindred partners and 
demonstrate our commitment to service. 

As part of ServiceNation, we are being asked to sign 
off on a Declaration of Service to state that we believe 
in the power of service and that we are ready to do our 
part. I urge Lions to unite and take part in this effort.  

Go to http://www.bethechangeaction.org/pledge/sign to 
read the brief Declaration of Service and to add your 
name to this very important document.  

In addition, as a leading service organization, we’ve 
been asked to help organize service projects for Martin 
Luther King, Jr. (MLK) Day, January 19, 2009. This is 
a great opportunity to come together in shared purpose 
to tackle the common challenges we face. On this day, I 
ask that Lions organize service projects such as eye 
screenings or non-perishable food drives. Visit 
http://feedingamerica.org/foodbank-results.aspx to 
locate a food bank through the Feed America network, 
or contact local social service agencies to find out 
where the greatest need is. I know many Lions clubs 
distribute food directly to needy families, which is 
another option. 

I will get back to you after the New Year with addition-
al information regarding MLK Day. In the meantime, 
please begin planning your service project for January 
19th and circulate the Declaration of Service link to 
fellow Lions and friends. 

Please contact Caryn Adolph, manager of International 
Activities at Caryn.Adolph@lionsclubs.org with any 
questions. 

Remember, it’s the 20 every-day-heroes performing 
miracles through service that make this country great. 
Thank you for reaching out to help those in need this 
time of year. Best wishes to you and your family this 
holiday season and in the New Year! 

Sincerely, 

Al Brandel, President 
The International Association of Lions Clubs 
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This year, Wayne Shepperd and Fran Evans deco-
rated our adopted house on Deer Hill Drive for 
Christmas. In addition to that, they painted one hall-
way, and plans are in place to return to the house to 
paint the bathroom as soon as the renovations on the 
kitchen are complete. 

Our thanks to Fran and Wayne for their continued 
work on the Ability Beyond Disability house. 
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By Joan Bielizna 

Bell 

This year, 36 Danbury Lions rang bells for a total of 
100 hours for the Salvation Army. Lion Boyd Losee 
leads the club with eight hours. We had 11 Lions ring 
twice this year:  Jim Leheny, Hugh Morgan, Bob Ya-
min, Lisa Cerbone-Montalto, Lyn Meyers, Stephanie 
Jacobson, Fran Evans, Mark Stirling, Steve Tullino, 
Frank Molinaro and Joan Bielizna. Our other bell rin-
gers were Lions Beth Ann Fetzer, Wayne Shepperd, 
Jerry Hofmann, John Casamento, Regina Ofiero, Vin-
nie Pannozzo, Helene Thompson, Ernie Harrington, 
Nancy Manion, Howard Blayney, Warren Levy, Mike 
Allen, Tom Frizzell, Josh Reilly, Roger Schmiedel, 
Emil Fusek, Cathy Golankiewicz, Noel Roy, Ken Sa-
loom, Keith Beaver, John Durkin, Bob Lovell, Julie 
Johnson and Don Miloscia. 

Four Lions made this year’s bell ringing a family affair. 
Boyd Losee rang with his grandson, Christian Haddad, 
each week. Steve Tullino brought along his son, Steve, 
for one of his two shifts. John Casamento rang with his 
wife, Wanda, and daughter, Angela, to keep a Casa-
mento family tradition alive. Keith Beaver had his wife 
Melissa, daughter Kendra, and son Shawn, with him 
again this year. The Beavers and Casamentos have 
established a family tradition of bell ringing every year! 
Way to go folks! 

Book 

On Sunday, December 14th seven Lions wrapped gifts 
at Borders. Lions Fran Evans, Helga Ruopp, Helene 
Thompson, Bob Lovell, Mike and Berni Kallas and 
Joan Bielizna raised $168.00 for our scholarship fund. 

A very special thank you to the Borders staff for mak-
ing it a great day for us. Manager Toni LaClair and her 
staff are the best! The Café staff served us complemen-
tary hot beverages and checked with us throughout the 
day and evening to see if we needed anything. A special 
thanks to Tom Littleton who assured Borders staff 
members and shoppers that the “man in the tuxedo” 
was a Danbury Lion and that the Lions were wrapping 
gifts! We hope to be back next year! 

Candle 

As we celebrate all that this season has to offer, and 
the beginning of a new year, let us light a candle of 
love, hope and peace for ourselves, our families, our 
club, our community and our world. 

Danbury Lions Club Past President Lyn Meyers has 
thrown his hat in the ring for election as Connecticut 
District 23A Vice District Governor for 2009-2010 with 
his eye on becoming District Governor in 2011-2012.  

Under recently revised Lions International Bylaws, 
Districts now have two VDGs to assist the District 
Governors in their duties and heavy club visitation 
schedules. Upon election, Lyn will serve two years as 
VDG before running for District Governor in 2011. 

Currently Lyn is the District 23A Connecticut Lions 
Eye Research Foundation (CLERF) Chairman with the 
job of assisting in raising $1,000,000 for Yale's new 
Juvenile Eye Research and Medical Implementation 
facility in New Haven. The new facility will coordinate 
developments in eye research along with research in 
other areas, including diabetes and cancer, and turn 
these into viable medical programs. 

The nominations for District officers will be made at 
the Lions MidWinter Conference on the first weekend 
in February at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Southbury. Lyn 
is looking for a large turnout of Danbury Lions to sup-
port his nomination. 

Below is a list of Lyn’s Lions’ accomplishments: 

�  Member, Danbury Lions Club 1976-1984 and 1997-
present for 20 years of service 

�  Member, Torrington Junior Chamber of Commerce 
(JC’s) for 6 years prior to joining Lions 

�  Treasurer, Danbury Lions Club and Danbury Lions 
Charities 1998-2001 and 2007-present  

�  Served as 3rd VP, 2nd VP and 1st VP of the Club and 
Charities from 2001-2005  

�  President 2005-2006, IPP 2006-2007  
�  Chairman, Lions Projects 2000-present  
�  Recipient of several club awards for service  
�  Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow 
�  Diamond award pin from International President for 

increasing membership while President 2005-2006  
�  Zone 5 Chairman 2007-2008  
�  23A CLERF Chairman 2008 to present  
�  Second generation Lion – his father belonged to Peta-

luma, CA, Lions Club and was a District Governor in 
Northern California in the 1980s 

Occupation: Managing partner of local Accounting firm 
Other community service:  
�  Danbury Music Center Board of Directors  
�  St. James Episcopal Church, Choir member and past 

Vestry member  
�  Episcopal Diocese of CT, Standing Committee member 
�  Deputy to ‘06 & ‘09 Episcopal General Conventions  
�  Past Chairman, Salvation Army Danbury Corps  
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On Wednesday, December 3, 2008, the Greater 
Danbury Continuum of Care, in conjunction with 
the City of Danbury’s Housing Partnership hosted 
its second Project Homeless Connect.  The event 
was held at the Danbury Elks Lodge located at 346 
Main Street, Danbury, CT. 

Last year the Greater Danbury community joined 
more than 300 cities in the United States in deli-
vering a one-day, one-stop community-wide event 
that provided individuals who are homeless with 
the opportunity to learn about available services 
and get them connected with needed services with 
pathways that lead to housing and self sufficiency. 

Last year’s event was a huge success where citi-
zens, non-profit organizations, including the Dan-
bury Lions Club, government and corporations 
partnered and provided much needed services to 82 
individuals and families. 

The event this year attracted twice that many indi-
viduals, most of them, I observed, were non-
English speaking immigrants, and the majority of 
them were suffering from vision loss. We screened 
84 of them. We could not have conducted the eye 
screening without the aid of our capable Lion vo-
lunteers, eye care technicians and translators.   

Many thanks to fellow Lions Dr. Richard Casden, 
President Jerry Hofmann, PP Lyn Meyers, 2nd VP 
Joan Bielizna, Board Members Nancy Manion, 
Mark Stirling, PP J. Roger Schmiedel and PP Tom 
Nolan, as well as our new member, Regina Ofiero, 
along Warren Levy, all of whom volunteered their 
time and talents to spend the day working with 
attendees. Additional thanks go to Lions Roger 
Martin of the Devon Lions Club and Dan Uitti of 
the Watertown Lions Club, our Lions Eye Health 
Program volunteers, Rebecca Pape and Ines La-
France of Acuity Eye Care, as well as Elibaneza 
(Ellie) Polanco and Grace Moscatello who inter-
preted for us throughout the day. 

People with diabetes are 25 times more likely to 
suffer from vision loss. Glaucoma afflicts over 3 
million people in the United States alone. As a 
result of our screening program, it was determined 

����6��	�*� �����������6��	�*� �����������6��	�*� �����������6��	�*� �������� ��� � ���	���	���	���	 ����

that several people were blind in at least one eye, 
all�suffered from low vision and need complete eye 
exams and glasses, and glaucoma was found in one 
male individual. He was referred for further diag-
nosis and treatment to the Welfare Department of 
the City of Danbury. The unfortunate result of this 
project is simply this: the individuals needing the 
most aid may not be legal residents and might not 
be helped by the City Welfare Department. It may 
be up to the Lions Club of Danbury to find the 
solution to this problem. 

Frank Molinaro 
Chairman, DPHC 

Lion Roger Schmiedel notes the vision power Mark 
Stirling registers. Grace Moscatello interprets for the 
Spanish speaking clients. In this photo, a volunteer for 
The Bridges has her acuity tested. 

Lion Mark Stirling performs an acuity test on one of the 
folks who came to Homeless Connect. 
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Standing by our banner are Newtown President Lion 
Tom Evagash, Brookfield President Lion Sue Gabriel 
and from Union Savings Bank, Lion Eric Erdtmann, 
whose clubs and bank made handsome contributions to 
our Annual Charities Breakfast. 

This year the Charity Breakfast netted $12,139. 
A great job was done by all the table hosts, spon-
sors, committee volunteers and raffle contribu-
tors. 

We are particularly proud of our fellow Lions 
clubs, Bethel, Brookfield and Newtown who 
together contributed $3,250 to our community 
programs. 
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Lions Mike Kallas, Lisa Cerbone-Montalto and Father 
Paul Moorad enjoy light conversation before break-
fast at our Annual Charity Breakfast. 

PP Lion Helene Thompson in the background, Lion 
Nancy Manion and husband, Bill, PP Lion Bob Lovell 
and Lion Lou Matthews gather at the Annual Charities 
Breakfast. 

By Kate Shea 

A t the meeting of December 11th, visiting Dis-
trict Governor Joan Bennett inducted two new 
members into our club: 

�  Regina O’Fiero sponsored by Frank Molinaro 

�  Jim Allen, sponsored by Roger Schmiedel 

Regina has already jumped into some of our 
projects. She rang bells for us and the Salvation 
Army and she volunteered at the Lions table for 
Project Homeless Connect. 

Regina now represents Frank Molinaro’s 30th new 
member that he has brought into the club.  

Congratulations, Frank, and congratulations to 
both new members. Welcome to our club! 
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Jan 8 Mark Paladino, Pres., Mark Ford 

Jan 15 Mary Connolly, Editorial Page Editor, TNT 

Jan 22 Pat Donahue, Bldg. Codes/Fire & Safety 

Jan 29 Sharon Belkey, Special Olympics 

Feb 6-8 MidWinter Conference, Southbury, CT 
 

�

�

;
�����8
��
���	���
	� �

����'���
����'���
����'���
����'���
� ���
The Penny Pot earned $7.78 for the month of 
December. In February, for the annual Sight 
Saver Day, we will present $148.39 from our 

club. Thanks to all who give your pennies (and 
more) each week to the Penny Pot. 

 
The Leader Board  Those selling 30-50 
Mike Kallas 175 Frank Molinaro 
Mike Michael 106 Emil Fusek 
Howie Schulze 71 Fran Evans 
  Father Paul Mooradd 


