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Lions Club of Danbury  

 

Low Visio n Support Group  

òA Continuum of Caringó 

January 25, 2010  

 

Mr. Carl Anderson, VP Fraternal Relations for the 

Masonic Group, which includes Ashlar of Newtown 
and Masonicare at Newtown, spoke to the hearty 

souls of the Low Vision Support Group who braved 

the high winds and plentiful rain at this monthôs 

meeting at the Danbury Senior Center on Elmwood 

Place. 

 

Planning ahead can often make a difference 

between success or disappointment, and being well-

informed on the subject can help in any decision 

making process. Mr. Anderson spoke about the 
ñcontinuum of caringò dealing with the services and 

facilities for independent living, assisted living, and 

nursing home care. Joining Mr. Anderson was Ms. 

Haley McCarthy, Community services 

representative for Masonicare. 

 

Masonicare has never put someone out for lack of 

being able to continue to pay. 

 

Masonicare Community Services is funded by 

The Masonic Charity Foundation of Connecticut. 

And the Community Services branch is a free, 

statewide outreach program available to any 

Connecticut resident. You do not need to be 

affiliated with the Masons to use this program. 

Ms. McCarthy, or others in the Community 

Services branch, provides assistance over the 

phone or in the comfort of your own home. All 
calls and home visits are confidential. Information 

and guidance on a variety of programs and 

services is available including: 

¶ Medicare and Medicare Part D 

¶ Medicaid (Title 19) 

¶ ConnPACE (Connecticutôs pharmaceutical 
assistance program) 

¶ Benefits eligibility 

¶ Caregiver assistance programs 

¶ State and federal housing programs  

¶ Housing options.  
Ms. McCarthy can be reached at 1-203-679-6906, 

hmccarthy@masonicare.org 

 

At Masonicare independent living communities 

are for seniors, 55 or older, who are active, 

independent, and basically in good health. These 

communities are for the older adult who wants 

companionship, security and the release from 
responsibilities of home maintenance and 

housekeeping. It permits adults to ñage in placeò, 

with features such as homes that have no stairs to 

climb, easy-access showers, 24-hour security, and 

medical care nearby. 

 

The Assisted Living at Masonicare allows you to 

access professional, round-the-clock support 

while maintaining your lifestyle and private living 
     Continued to next columnééé.LVSG      Continued to page 2é..LVSG 

    Continued from previous columnééSG 2010 Lions Charities Raffle Winners!  
 

$10,000.  Lion Beth Ann Fetzer, PP; ticket sold by 

Beth Ann Fetzer 

 

$ 2,000.  Cindy Lawson, Prospect; ticket sold by 

Lion Paul Dinto 

 

$ 1,000.  Jay Finkenzeller, Wolcott Lion; ticket sold 

by Lion Bill Lopez 

mailto:hmccarthy@masonicare.org
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space. There is a selection of private apartments 

and there are qualified, licensed nurses and 

dedicated clinicians on site. 

 
Masonicare notes on its website that it is the 

stateôs oldest and most respected geriatric 

healthcare system. They serve the chronic 

healthcare concerns of those no longer able to 

look after themselves, delivering complete long-

term care and dementia care at its Wallingford 

and Newtown facilities. Inpatient hospitalization 

is also available for acute care. State-of-the-art 

inpatient facilities are staffed round-the-clock by 
experienced, compassionate clinicians. Patients 

receive attentive skilled-nursing care and have 

access to a complete on-site network of support 

that includes physician services and wellness 

programs. 

 

Masonicare's home healthcare services, delivered 

through Masonicare Home Health & Hospice, can 

support wide-ranging needs, helping people of all 

ages recover following surgery, cope with a 
disability or chronic illness, complete tasks of 

daily living, or manage the end of life through 

hospice services 

 

The Masonicare difference: For over a century, 

Masonicare has brought quality, compassionate 

care to Connecticut seniors. Through us, youôll 

find the most expansive continuum of geriatric 

care and specially trained clinicians experienced 
in helping seniors overcome the problems of 

aging so they can enjoy life to its fullest. 

 

Mr. Anderson affirmed that although Masons and 

their families get priority admission non-Masons 

are welcomed and are present residents and 

clients. He suggests that you select a continuum 

of care provider, Masonicare or another, while 

you are still healthy and retain yourself on the 
waiting list until the time comes that you want or 

     Continued from  page 1é..LVSG 

     Continued to page 3é..LVSG 

Hello my Fellow Lions!  
  We have had an exciting start to this New Year.  

Our Mid-Winter Convention was great fun. Friday 

evening we danced, yup, even with the boot. 

Saturday Governor M. Jodi Rell, a fellow Lion, was 

guest speaker at our Luncheon, the room was 

packed. In attendance were the Leo Clubs from 

various towns in Connecticut. What a pleasure to 

see the new Lions on the horizon. Our Peace poster 

winner was honored; again we have a great group of 

upcoming citizens. We nominated Lion Lyn Meyers 

as candidate for 1
st
 Vice District Governor. The 

evening Banquet was very well attended as well 

We celebrated Partners in Service Day, February 

11
th
.  I wish we could see more of our partners 

honored.   

  Iôm sure everyone enjoyed our guest speaker, 

Youhee Shin from South Korea. The costumes of 

the presenters were exquisite. The native desserts 

and beverage they brought with them were an 

unexpected delight. 

  Mega congratulations to our own Beth Ann Fetzer, 

she is our $10,000. winner of the 2010 Annual 

Raffle!  What a deserving Lion, and a thrill for us 

all to have a winning Lion present to win the grand 

prize. Congratulations also to Cindy Lawson, from 

Prospect, CT. our $2,000. winner and our $1,000 

winner was Jay Finkenzeller from Wolcott, CT.  

Great fun was had by all and we even passed muster 

with the State Auditor in attendance. Good job 

Joanie and to all who sold or purchased tickets our 

deepest gratitude. 

  March 18
th
 is the beginning of our Attendance 

Contest.  Regina Ofiero is this yearôs Moderator 

extraordinaire.  She has our team captains Stephanie 

Jacobson and Bill Lopez lined up and ready to do 

battle. Our dinner is scheduled to be May 6
th
 at 

Armandoôs Restaurant, Rte. 6.  LET THE GAMES 

BEGIN! 

                                          President Berni 
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Officers 2009-10 

Gerald Hofmann .............................................. IPP 

Bernadette Kallas ................................... President 

Joan Bielizna ................................................ 1st VP 

Helga Ruopp ...............................................2nd VP 

Michael Kallas ............................................ 3rd VP 

Keith Beaver .......................................... Secretary 

Lyn Meyers ........................................... Treasurer 

Regina Ebling Ofiero ........................... Lion Tamer 

Deborah Benedict .............................. Tail Twister 

Directors 

Harold Michael ....................................... one year 

Frans Boetes ............................................ one year 

Thomas Nolan........................................two years 

Warren Levy ..........................................two years 

Robert Lovell ....................................... three years 

Lisa Cerbone-Montalto ....................... three years 

Frank Molinaro ........................ membership chair 

~~~~~~~~  

James A. Allen ............................................. Editor 
Frances Evans .............................. Assistant Editor 
Ernest Harrington ............................... Webmaster 
www.danburylions.org ............................ Website 

 

 

 

need to take advantage of the services of the 

provider. The Masonicare HelpLine Center is free 

and confidential. Call 1-888-679-9997. The 

HelpLine is a vital resource that provides 

guidance and support to individuals, families and 
caregivers who need direction and donôt know 

where to turn for help.  Website: 

www.masonicare.org Ǐ 

Penny Pot 
    $ 6.86  

For January 
   

The Danbury Senior Center, free home of our 

monthly Low Vision Support Group meetings is 

having a benefit ñWinter Wonderlandò Tea 

Dance on Sunday, February 21
st
. The Dance 

will be in Elmwood Hall from 2-5:30 PM. Music 

is being provided by Peter Priolo, the ñKeep on 

Dancinô DJò with an amazing refreshment table 

and fabulous raffle prizes rounding out the 

wonderful afternoon! 

 

Tickets are $12 in advance or $15 at the door. 

Call 203-797-4696 for more details. Ǐ 

 

     Continued from page 2é..LVSG 

 

 

http://www.masonicare.org/
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At our very snowy and cold January 28, 2010 

meeting Cathi Lent came to share with us the 
great things going on DAWS. The following 
information is from Cathi and from the DAWS 
website, daws@daws.org 

The Danbury Animal Welfare Society, Inc. is a non-

profit, volunteer-run organization dedicated to 

improving the lives of animals in our community 

and beyond. 

 

They promote responsible pet guardianship and the 

humane treatment of animals, and work toward 

ending animal overpopulation through education 

and a variety of programs. They take pride in the 

work they do - working to keep homeless pets safe, 

happy and sheltered. In 2009 adopted out 336 dogs 

and 298 cats, a 50% increase over 2008! 

 

Pet Adoptions 
The shelter in Bethel, Connecticut, is the temporary 

home to up to 60 cats and kittens and up to 30 dogs 

looking for loving safe forever homes. They 

encourage those interested to stop by and visit 

during Open House Hours 

Cats: Mon - Fri 6pm - 8pm 
Sat & Sun 2pm - 4pm 

Dog: Mon - Thurs* 6pm - 8pm 
Sat & Sun 2pm - 4pm 
*Please note that dog adoption hours on Fridays are by 
appointment only. 

DAWS also coordinates home-to-home adoptions 

for people who are unable to care for their pets. 

They maintain lists of people who are looking for 

homes for their pets as well and attempt to match 

those animals with prospective adopters when 

appropriate. 

 

The on site spay-neuter clinics help to control the 

pet population and so can you. A discounted rate on 

dog/cat sterilization may be available at our on site 

spay-neuter clinic.  

Call the shelter for availability. 

 

Volunteers rescue hundreds of companion animals 

every year from abandonment and abusive 

situations. These pets need the safety and shelter of 

loving homes. Contact DAWS to find out more 

about rescuing an animal or more about fostering a 

pet for a short time period while DAWS seeks an 

appropriate home. 

 

Lost Pets 

Send DAWS an email at daws@daws.org with 

information such as sex, detailed description, 

location lost, contact information, and a picture 

whenever possible. 

Danbury Animal Welfare Society, Inc.  
147 Grassy Plain St.  
Bethel, CT 06801 
Phone: 203-744-DAWS (3297)** 
Fax: 203-748-6791  

 
By Email: 
For Cat related inquiries: cats@daws.org 
For Dog related inquiries: dogs@daws.org 
For fundraising and donation inquiries: giving@daws.org 

For all other organization inquiries: daws@daws.org Ǐ 

/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻƭǳƳƴΧΧ5!²{ 

/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƭǳƳƴΧΧ[±{D 

Lions Low Vision Support Group 
Meeting  

Monday, Februar y 22, 2010  
Danbury Senior Center, Elmwood Place  

~~~~~~~~~ 
1 PM: Gathering and Announcements 

 

1:15 PM: Dr. Kimberly Yonkers, ñDepression: How 

do you know you have the blues?ò 
 

Dr. Yonkers administers a research program 

focused on womenôs mental health and has an 

extensive resume of professional positions and 

accomplishments including the current chair of the 

Adult Psychopathology and Disorders of Aging 

Studies Section. 

mailto:daws@daws.org
mailto:daws@daws.org
mailto:cats@daws.org
mailto:dogs@daws.org
mailto:giving@daws.org
mailto:daws@daws.org
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th
 Annual Multiple District 23 

Connecticut Lions State Convention 
               Saturday APRIL 24, 2010 through Sunday, APRIL 25, 2010 

                GROTON INN AND SUITES,  

             International Guest Speaker: International Director Richard Sawyer from Arizona 

 

LION_____________________________________________________________ DISTRICT _________ 

CLUB ______________________________________ OFFICE _________________________________ 

HOME TELEPHONE ____________________ BUSINESS TELEPHONE _______________________ 

ADDRESS _________________________________ E-MAIL __________________________________ 
CITY _______________________________________________ STATE ______ ZIP________________ 

 

LION/GUEST _____________________________________________________ DISTRICT _________ 
CLUB _______________________________________ OFFICE ______________________________ 

CHILDREN # _______ NAME(S) ________________________________________________________ 

 
First Name preference on badge(s) 

(Please Print)                               A._______________________________ B. _____________________________ 

 

*** A Registration fee ($25.00) is required for all packages and must be paid with the submission of this registration form.. 

Children (less than 18 years of age) are not required to pay the registration fee. 

Number of People registering:                                                                             ______ x $25ea.  Total _______ 
 

A $10.00 late fee should be added to all registrations received after April 1, 2010         _______ x $10ea.   Total   ________ 

EARLY BIRD special drawing 
With registration form and full payment postmarked by March 15, 2010                    Total Amount Due_______________                  

 

Room Rates and Accommodations Available are as Follows below: 

 

Please Note: Meal Plan includes Saturday Breakfast (continental), Saturday Lunch, Saturday Night Cocktail Party &  

Banquet, Sunday Breakfast (continental), Sunday Lunch.  Tax and Gratuities Included.  All Rates are per person .  

Please Contact the Groton Inn & Suites directly for reservations at 1-800-452-2191.  Be certain to indicate that you are 

with the Connecticut Lions State Convention.   

A. Deluxe Room ï 2-night stay                          $99.00 Per Room 

B. Deluxe Room ï 1-night stay                        $119.00 Per Room 

 Please make all arrangements for rooms directly with Groton Inn & Suites 1-800-452-2191   
  RATE GUARANTEED THROUGH MARCH 23,  2010      

C.  Registration ONLY   $25.00 per person x ____________      =       $ ____________________ 

D.  Meal Package          $145.00 per person x ____________       =       $ ___________________                           

(includes registration of $25)                            

E.  Late Fees                   $10.00 per person x _____________      =      $ ____________________        (after 

April 1, 2010)  

                Please make checks payable to 2010 MD 23 State Convention        Total      $ ____________________ 

 

2010 MD23 State Convention Chairman                  2010 MD23 State Convention Registration Chairman 

Lion Julie Shilosky, PDG    Lion Joan Eaton 

53 Stanavage Road.    Registration Chairman 
Colchester, CT 06415    83 Providence Street, Taftville, CT 06380 

860-537-1093 GovJulie23C@yahoo.com                    860-204-0194      seaton04@snet.net 

 

  

Complete this registration form and enclose with a check to cover the cost of your registration. Make checks payable to the 

mailto:GovJulie23C@yahoo.com
mailto:seaton04@snet.net
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Korean Spirit and Culture 

Promotion Project ("KSCPP")  

---Kyung Won Pak, Director of KSCPP 
(On February 4, 2010, Korean Spirit and Culture Promotion 

Project (KSCPP) held a screening of its documentary films at 

the Lions Club of Danbury.  Three of KSCPP's members 

Kyungwon Pak, Yonhee Shin, and Giancarlo Crocetti,  

attended the event to speak to the Club members about the 
films and answer any questions about Korean culture.  For 

more information on KSCPP, please visit their website: 

www.kscpp.net ) 

 

KSCPP is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 

dedicated to raising awareness about Korea's rich 

and unique heritage in the United States and in other 

countries.  In appreciation for the United Stateôs 

support for Korea during the Korean War and in the 

years that followed, KSCPP began its project to 

introduce the history and culture of Korea in the 

United States since 2005.  To that end, we have 

been distributing free books and giving 

presentations at museums, public libraries, schools, 

Lions clubs, Rotary clubs and private companies.   

 

At the Lions Club, we showed two short films on 

Koreaôs past and present.  The first film, "Fifty 

Wonders of Korea," aimed to introduce Korea's 

artistic legacies from its past by showing the 

Sokkuram Grotto.  As the only artificial grotto in 

the world, the Sokkuram Grotto was built 1,200 

hundred years ago.  It consists of more than 360 

large blocks of granite and displays an amazing 

level of geometrical accuracy and aesthetics.  The 

margin of error was only 1 in 10,000.  When we 

consider that the modern stone masons strive to 

achieve the accuracy of 1 in 300, we get a sense of 

how accurately each of the grotto's stones was 

placed. I believe the true excellence of these 

 

artifacts is in the underlying spiritual heritage of 

Korea--devotion, perseverance, and dedication--that 

created those amazing works of art.   Such spiritual 

heritage is based on Korea's five thousand year old 

founding principle called Hong Ik Ingan, which 

means to live and act for the benefit of all mankind, 

and is the driving force behind Korea's economic 

rise after the Korean War.  

 

 The second film, "Korea Today," illustrated certain 

industries that Korea leads in the world.  As noted 

in the film, POSCO of Korea is one of the most 

profitable steelmakers in the world and has recently 

developed an advanced steel making process called 

FINEX, a more efficient and environmentally 

friendly process.  "Korea Today" also featured 

Korea's leading construction companies that are 

changing the skylines of the Middle East and the 

South East Asia.  It featured how Samsung 

constructed Burj Dubai the tallest building in the 

world using the latest construction technologies.  

For example, Samsung shattered the world record 

when it pumped concrete up to 600 meters.  

Samsung also used Global Positioning System for 

the first time in construction history to identify 

errors as small as a half a millimeter.    

 

After the films, the Club members were treated to 

traditional Korean desserts, such as Dduck (rice 

cakes) and Shikhye (fermented rice punch).   The 

event was a great success in that the Club members 

learned so much about Korea in a short period of 

time.  Some of the Club members were delighted to 

learn that Korea possessed such a rich and unique 

culture and that it succeeded in becoming one of the 

leading economic forces in the world after the 

Korean War.   

 

  As we continue with KSCPP's activities, I am 

reminded of the importance of sharing Korea's 

unknown, yet precious, cultural heritage with others 

in this country. I am grateful that I had the 

opportunity to share our culture with the members 

of the Lions Club and hope to have more such 

opportunities in the future. Ǐ 

 

 

 

http://www.kscpp.net/
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Danbury Community Health Center 
 

Ms Adele Gordon, Director of DHCC, addressed 

the Danbury Lions on February 11, 2010. She gave 

an introduction to the services, goals, and activities 

of the Centers.  

 

Community Health Centers are started by Federal 

grants. Ms Gordon made note of the fact that in 

todayôs economy, many patients come from 

formerly middle class families that have 

experienced challenges in securing health care 

because of unemployment and other social and 

economic issues. 

 

The Danbury Community Health Center (DCHC) 

opened in 2008 on 8 Delay Street because Danbury 

had a need for more primary health care.  As part of 

a dynamic state wide Federally Qualified Health 

Center, Danbury CHC  provides primary care and 

behavioral health services for Danbury residents in 

a warm and inviting environment that respects 

patientsô comfort and dignity. Dental care is 

expected in the near future.  DCHC accepts all state 

insurance and has a sliding fee scale for the 

uninsured. Days are Monday through Friday, 8:30 

to 5:00pm and Saturday, 8:30 to 12:30pm. 

 

CHC, Inc is building a world class primary health 

care system, which is committed to caring for 

special populations, is focused on improving health 

outcomes for our patients, and is working to build 

healthy communities. Services include primary care 

for adults and children. The Center focuses on three 

main practice areas: cardiology, asthma and 

diabetes which are bell weather diseases that afflict 

much of its population. CHC has found that these 

diseases are often harbingers of other health 

problems. 

 

In our commitment to excellence we use ñAdvanced 

Access Schedulingò. This electronic records system 

allows everyone to be seen within 48 hours of the 

request for services. Our ñplanned careò model 

incorporates prevention and chronic disease 

management in every visit. Use of our statewide 

Electronic Health Records allows us to monitor 

each patientôs health care wherever they are, and 

now, as we roll out the new Patient Portal it will 

allow patients to access their own health record. 

 

In each exam room, a telephone instantly connects 

patient and provider to the language line with 

medically trained translators. No patient has to rely 

on a family member or friend to discuss important 

medical information in their native language. 

 

Building partnerships with others in each 

community is important to DCHC.  There is a Quest 

lab on site in Danbury and an arrangement with 

Walgreens that allows uninsured patients to get lab 

work done at no cost and medicines at a reduced 

price. 

 

We are also engaged in Research and 

Development.  We believe that if you are going to 

practice primary care you have an obligation to 

improve primary care ï through both formal 

research, and through testing innovations in care 

delivery. 

 

We support the future leaders of primary care 

through our own Health professional training 

initiatives.  We train not just in clinical care, but 

also in our model of careðsafe, patient centered, 

effective, and timely. We do this through our ñfirst 

in the countryò residency-training program for new 

nurse practitioners, but also welcome students and 

residents in the fields of medicine, dentistry, 

psychology, nursing, and social work.  

For more information, please visit our web site at 

www.chc1.com  Ǐ 

 

http://www.chc1.com/
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