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Lions Club of Danbury 

Low Vision Program Month Edition 

The Circuitous Route 
--- Reported by Lion Tom Nolan 

 

  It’s funny, sometimes, how things work out. Take 

for example the series  of circumstances which 

ended up putting a closed circuit magnifier in the 

hands of a legally blind person in Southbury. 

 

  Danbury native, Joel Feinson, moved his 

permanent residence to Florida a few years ago 

where he joined the Naples Lions Club, and as 

such, he became more fully acquainted with the 

Lions mission of  eye care and sight preservation, 

although he was aware of this activity through his 

many Lions friends in Danbury.  Joel and wife 

Florence spent most of the summer months in 

Danbury, and during a social get-together with 

dear friends Joe and JoAnn Byck, Joe mentioned 

that he was in the process of disposing of some of 

his recently deceased  mother’s belongings, among 

which was a large TV screen magnifier she had 

used because of her macular degeneration. Ever 

vigilant, Joel suggested Joe call a member of the 

Danbury Lions to see if there was an interest in 

obtaining the unit. And after a series of phone 

calls, a vehicle was dispatched to the Byck home to 

pick up the magnifier. Since there was not an 

immediate candidate to use the unit, it landed in 

Mike Allen’s Danbury Square Box warehouse for 

a short time. Kim Downs, our Lions Low Vision 

technician who works at the Danbury Hospital  

Rehabilitation Center on Main Street, was notified 

of the availability of this unit. She, in turn,  

contacted her counterpart, Carolyn Brown at the 
Southbury annex of the Danbury Hospital Medical 

Center,  and  it was determined that there  

 

Continued on Page 6…………………….... Route 

Connecticut Lions Eye Research 

Foundation 

CLERF – Rally Sheet 
Lion Jerry Hofman, PP, Chairman CLERF 

2009 
 

 The gift of sight is truly a miracle 
and one we sometimes don’t appreciate 
until we are faced with losing it. 
 
 The CT Lions Eye Research 
Foundation makes me so very proud to be a 
Lion…it epitomizes the very essence of 
what we stand for. This is the one State-
wide project which brings us all together as 

CT Lions. Historically, when the Lions of CT 
work together to support the Eye Research 
Foundation, our Lions become stronger and 
more dedicated. 
 
 A quick recap of some of those 
successes: 
 
1954: The State Lions Council approved the 
establishment of an eye research program, 
and contact was made with Yale University 
which had no organized program of 
research on eye diseases. After many 
meetings, Yale indicated a 
willingness/desire to establish such a 
program if the Lions could provide funds. 
 

1957: The first grant arrived at Yale and 
with it a part time staff position to head up 
the new research program. 
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   BERNI’S CORNER 

Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas, Happy 
New Year Everyone! 

Be Safe, Be Well, Be Loved! 

 

Lions International Peace Poster 
Contest 2009 -2010  

Title: The Power of Peace 
Submitted by Lion J. Roger Schmiedel, 
Chairperson 
 
The award is based on originality, artistic 

merit, and expression of the theme. 

 

Three schools entered the contest and 

approximately 55 students participated. The 

citywide winner is Juana Torres of Rogers 

Park Middle School. She is the recipient of 

a $25. Gift Certificate to the Teacher Parent 

Store and a $100 Savings Bond that is 

being mailed directly to her home. Her 

poster was forwarded to District 23A for 

further competition. 

 

Juana attended the Lion’s luncheon on 

Thursday, December 10, 2009 at which 

time she received the gift certificate. Her 

mother, Jessica Conde, accompanied her to 

the luncheon. 

 

Other individual school winners were 

Janine Dayrit, Saint Gregory The Great 

School and Lorena Curtis, Saint Peter-

Sacred Heart School. Each received a $25 

Gift Certificate to the Teacher Parent Store. 
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1961: Dr. Marvin Sears was appointed the 
full-time Director with a small lab, limited 
equipment, and one technician. 
 
1974 : The UCONN Health Center was the 
recipient of CLERF funding to support 
research which included nuclear 
ophthalmology. 

 
1981: The CT Lions Vision-Immunology 
Center was established at UCONN. 
 
1983: One-half million dollars was raised by 
our Foundation that went towards the 
renovation of the Boardman Building at Yale, 
which helped to establish the Yale Eye 
Center, with a strong focus on the study of 
Glaucoma. 
 
By 1986 the program at Yale had expanded 
to encompass 10,000 sq. 
 ft., 24 labs, 40 full time research workers, 
18 clinical staff members, and 25 part time 
doctors. 
 
2000: The Macular Degeneration Center 

became a reality with the $500,000 challenge 
grant from the Foundation…Yale raised the 
4.5 million dollars to match the challenge. 
 
2002: Our Foundation supported the 
establishment of and equipping of the CT 
Lions Vascular Eye Center at the UCONN 
Health Center to promote prevention of eye 
disease by Advanced Retinal Imaging and 
Community Programs. 
 

Many other programs throughout the 
state have benefited from our grants over 
the years as well; and specifically, in our 
District 23C a total of over $300,000 in non-
research grants have gone to Backus 
Hospital, the Low Vision Center, Middlesex 

Community College, and others. 
 
Continuous efforts have been 

necessary to keep all of these programs 
progressing.  

 
 For over fifty years, The 
Connecticut Lions Eye Research 
Foundation, through its grants and special 
project programs for research at Yale and 

UCONN Health Center, has been striving 
to reach the day when the causes of eye 
diseases are fully understood and cures 
and preventions for them are available to 
all. Lions throughout the State of 
Connecticut have been generous over the 
years in helping us raise the necessary 
funds to reach these goals. 
 
 While great strides have been 
made, we still have much to accomplish 
to reach the final goal, which is to 
eradicate all preventable and curable 
blindness. 
 
 To that end, last year we began a 
One Million Dollar Fund Raising Project 
for the Yale Eye Center, which, along 

with additional monies, will enable them 
to develop three Centers of Excellence in 
research and clinical work. Those areas 
are 1) Glaucoma, 2) Macular 
Degeneration, and 3) Pediatric Eye 
Diseases. These centers will further their 
research into the causes and treatments 
of these diseases. We now have the very 
exciting new third component…the 
Pediatric Eye Center. 
 
 Families with children suffering 
from cancer and other various diseases of 
the eye, no longer have to travel to 
Philadelphia, Boston, or New York 
 
Continued to Page 4…………………….CLERF 
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for diagnoses and treatment. I have spoken 
to several of such families and heard their 
stories. To have a child suffering from any 
eye disease, which in some cases is a life 
threatening illness, is a burden in and of 
itself; but to have to travel out of state to 
obtain diagnoses and treatments, imposes 
terrible financial and emotional burdens as 

well. With the opening of this new Pediatric 
Eye Disease Center, these families have now 
had some of that burden alleviated. Right 
here at Yale we are developing a premier 
center for the treatment and research of 
pediatric eye disease, and you have an 
opportunity to be part of it. 
 
 I’d like to share with you some real 
life stories of how this new Pediatric Center 
has already made a difference. 
 
 There is a family in Hamden with five 
children, two of whom were born with 
serious eye diseases. Can you imagine having 
not one, but two children, diagnosed with 
cancer of the eye? Until the Yale Pediatric 
Eye Disease Center opened, they were 

making frequent trips to Philadelphia for 
treatments. These trips involved staying for 
several days, and the costs, both monetarily 
and emotionally, were extremely draining on 
the family as a whole. Now they travel just a 
few miles for treatments and are all home in 
their own beds each night as families should 
be.  
 

Another family had a young son with 
significant vision problems; they were 
referred to Boston and then to New York and 
in each place they were faced with reams of 
paperwork regarding insurance coverage and 
abilities and options for paying for diagnostic 
and treatment visits and long waits for the 
actual appointment to see a doctor. A Lion 

heard about their situation, told them 
about the new Pediatric Center at Yale, 
made phone calls to Yale and arrangements 
are being made with the family for follow 
up at the new Pediatric Eye Center. The 
child was seen, diagnosed and treated 
almost immediately.  

 
You may have read about the baby 

born without any eyes…. Lions have made 
phone calls to Yale and arrangements are 

being made with the family for follow-up at 
the new Pediatric Eye Center. This is why 
we do this fund raising…to make a 
difference in people’s lives. 
 
 Because of the LCIF Sight First Two 
Campaign, which was a very worthwhile 
and important fund raising effort, we held 
off active fund raising for our Yale project 
until last year. But now is the time to ramp 
up our efforts and rally together to bring 
this project to fulfillment. 
 
 Our $1 million goal will be reached 
through a combination of fund raising 
efforts, including club pledges, individual 
$1,000 pledges for the Wall of 300 at Yale, 

and other activities such as the cruise to 
Bermuda, raffle, and hopefully a grant from 
LCIF. We have some handouts available and 
will be glad to review them with you at the 
end of the rally, but for now just a quick 
overview of the club pledge program which 
was introduced last year. 
 
 There are three levels of giving by a 
club, all payable over a five year period 
and based upon the number of members in 
the club. Special banner patches 
designating the level of participation will 
be awarded to all participating clubs. 
 
Continued to Page 5……………..……….CLERF 
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¶ Platinum level ($300 per member or 
more, i.e. $60/member/year) 

¶ Gold level ($200 per member or more, 
i.e. $40/member/year) 

¶ Silver level ($100 per member or 
more, i.e. $20/member/year) 

 
The Club pledges have started to come in, 

and we certainly expect that others will 

follow as the LCIF pledges are paid down or 
off. If your Club has not as yet pledged, 
please go back to your membership and 
encourage them to do so. 
 
 The Individual pledge program which 
we are calling the “Friends of Yale Wall of 
300” is kicking off this week with a mass 
mailing to every CT Lion on the rolls as of 
July 2009. Included in this is a pledge 
envelope for the recipient to make their 
pledge, a personal letter from me as 
President of the Foundation and a note from 
Past Foundation President Rocky Cingari, 
asking for support. This gives individuals an 
opportunity to make a tax deductible 
donation of $1,000. this can be done as a 

pledge payable over 5 years, or only 
$200/year. The first 300 to do so will have 
his or her name engraved on the special 
plaque on the wall at the Yale Eye Center.  
 
Please respond as generously as you are able. 

Thank you. 
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was, indeed, a gentleman in Heritage Village 

who not only had severe vision problems but 

was also homebound due to recent hip surgery. 

Lion Tom Nolan was notified and he contacted 

Southbury Lion Ed Wilson and the two of them 

embarked on the mission to deliver the unit to 

a very delighted and thankful Heritage Village 

resident, Tony LaDolce.  

 

  So what’s the message? 

 

  Keep talking about the Lions’ missions and 

who knows what the results will be. 

 
 

Joshõs Tour Continued………….. 
 
All the great cathedrals and public 
spaces were presented for their 
unique architectural value and their 
own historical and esthetic features. 
His pictures were excellent quality 
and we shared Josh’s journey in a 
personal way. His comments on 
Europe’s superior train service were 
well taken, both to guide us if we also 
want to tour Europe but as a 
commentary on the difference 
between America and Europe. He 
made the point that the currency 
system has been greatly simplified 
with the widespread adoption of the 
Euro and he stressed the security 

concerns of carrying cash while 
traveling. He credited Lion Bob Lovell 
which sage advice on that topic. 
 
Josh’s story made us all pine for a 
great European vacation with the 
family. It gives us a unique view on 
history and many points of interest to 
explore and experience. 
 
Thank you, Josh 
 

Josh Reillyõs European Tour 
       ---As reported by Editor Jim Allen 
 

On December 3, 2009, our fellow Lion, Josh 
Reilly, told us about his extensive fun trip to 
the capitals of Western and Eastern Europe. 
He had many pictures to show us, principally 
of the great cathedrals and public buildings 
that he and his family visited last summer. 
 
  Continued to next column………………. 
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Danbury Project Homeless Connect 
2009  

By Frank P. Molinaro, Danbury Lions Project 
Chairman 

 
No Lions project can be successful without 
the support of its dedicated membership 
and numerous volunteers and this is exactly 
why our participation in the Danbury 
Project Homeless Connect 2009 came off 
without a hitch.   

 
I want to extend my heartfelt thanks and 
gratitude to the following Danbury Lions 
who gave up either part of or all of their 
day on Friday, December 11th to assist in 
our eye screening during Project Homeless 
Connect  They are Dianne Yamin, Mark 
Stirling, Roger Schmiedel, Fran Evans, 
Keith Beaver, Jerry Hofmann, Regina 
Ofiero, Lyn Meyers, Mike Kallas, Bernie 
Kallas, Dr. Richard Casden and his staff 

and especially Stephanie Jacobsen and 
her son Kyle who made sure everyone was 
screened in an orderly fashion.   

 
Also, without the help and assistance of 
Lions Colette Anderson of Cheshire, 
òBuckó Herbst of Meriden, Joyce Wruck 
of Yallesville/Watertown, Dr. Joseph 
Young of Newtown and Dan Uitti of 
Watertown, we could not pull off a project 
of this magnitude.  Also, I would be remiss 
if I didn’t thank James Coleman, the 
manager of Pearle Vision and the numerous 
translators who participated unselfishly in 
the testing process.   

 
For the record, more than 210 homeless 

Danbury area individuals, mostly male of 
Hispanic origin, attended the event that 
was held in the Bill Williams Gym on the 
downtown Wesconn campus.  Of those 210 
individuals, we saw and tested 92 of them 
 
Continued to next column………………. 

Continued …………………………..…..Homeless 
 
for diseases of the eye; all together we 
will be referring 12 of them for further 
evaluation and treatment.  As he did with 
Sharefest in 2006, Dr. Casden found one 
progressive case of glaucoma and 
immediately offered the assistance of his 
office to arrest the disease. 

 

The testing process consisted of an eye 
chart for an acuity test from 10 feet, an 
FTD machine was then used to measure 
field of vision that checks risk factors for 
glaucoma.  After these two preliminary 
tests were conducted, the individuals 
were passed on to the professional 
medical staff for tests consisting of non 
mydratic imaging without dilating the eye 
to look for signs of cataracts and macular 
degeneration.  The Doctors also 
conducted tests for Diabetic retinopathy 
and the optic nerves were evaluated and 
they measured the cornea for thickness.     

 
All in all, I have to say it was a very 
worthwhile day and we lived up to our 
motto, “We Serve”.  

 

 

Lions Mike Kallas, Mark Stirling, Lyn Meyers, 
Jerry Hofmann, Stephanie Jacobsen and her 
son Kyle, and turned is Regina Ofiero 
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INTRODUCTION TO WeCAHR 

-----As reported by Editor Lion Jim Allen, who 
is a WeCahr Board member 
 
On December 10, 2009, Shirley Richart, Executive 

Director of WeCAHR, (Western Connecticut 

Association For Human Rights), visited the 

Danbury Lions to acquaint us with the services 

WeCAHR renders to the Danbury community. 

WeCAHR represents all who suffer from any type 

of disability—we do not turn anyone away. We are 

advocates for every person that we see in order to 

maximize their participation in programs, 

government services or community organizations. 

Since we are advocates and do not run significant 

overhead, our funds are spread in an extremely 

efficient manner. Donors should feel satisfied that 

they have touched the lives of those afflicted with 

disabilities across a wide spectrum of individuals 

who are very appreciative. 

 

WeCAHR serves the towns of: Bethel, 

Bridgewater, Brookfield, Danbury, New Fairfield, 

New Milford, Newtown, Redding, Ridgefield, and 

Sherman. In FY 2008/09, we provided services to 

478 individuals as direct clients. Overall, we 

provided 1000s of referrals and information 

services to any and all who asked for them. We 

attended 100s of meetings with parents on behalf 

of children with disabilities. We sponsor seminars 

twice a year, which are well attended, to educate 

parents to seeking services from their children’s 

schools. Our services are widely felt by individuals 

within the autism spectrum, which is a particular 

specialty of ours. 

 
We also have a program to provide a point of entry 

for individuals who are homeless, need help with 

rental stability, first time home ownership or with 

applications to public housing. We have another 

program that matches parents of newborn or 

recently diagnosed children with disabilities to 

veteran or trained parents who can mentor the 

parents who are first experiencing disability with 

their children. 

 

Continued to next column………….…….. 

 
 
We hope that in the coming year we can 

continue to service our community through 

aid to individuals and families who are 

bearing with disabilities and who give us 

hope through their unique tenacity, love, and 

spirit. 

 

 

 
 

   

WeCAHR staff Jeanne Braude-Magi, Linda 
Rietschel, Lisa Marciano, Shirley Richart and 

Third VP Lion Mike Kallas 

Lions Charities Breakfast  
December 8, 2009  

 

Lions Tom Frizzell, Jerry Hofmann, 
Lisa Cerbone-Montalto and her 
Partner-in-Service Jim at the Charities 

Breakfast. 
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Lions Club of Danbury, Inc. 

Post Office Box 461 
Danbury, CT 06813-0461 

 

 

Annual Lions Charities Breakfast 
MC Lion Warren Levy and President 
Bernadette Kallas at the opening 
ceremonies on December 8, 2009  
 

Annual Border’s Gift Wrapping 
kick-off with Lions Fran Evans 

and First VP Joan Bielizna 
 


